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Alaska Power Association 

2025 Federal Legislative Conference 

Washington, D.C. 

June 3-5, 2025 

         Trip Report 

The hustle and bustle of Washington, D.C. can be a foreign concept to many Alaskans. 

Instead of tranquil wilderness and the quiet of a mountain lake, D.C. is an urban maze, 

replete with sirens from passing emergency vehicles, honking cars, and the near constant 

drone of jets taking off near the city or helicopters flying past.  

For a few days last week (June 3-5), members of Alaska Power Association (APA) were part 

of the hustling and the bustling in the nation's capital. By foot and car and even scooter, 

Alaskans representing electric utilities from across the state crisscrossed the National Mall 

to meet with federal administration officials and Alaska’s congressional delegation.  

The annual APA Federal 

Legislative Conference is one of 

the most important tools in the 

association’s advocacy toolkit. 

By meeting with decision 

makers in D.C. and telling our 

stories, APA can make a 

difference and leave an 

impression where it matters. No 

one understands Alaska like 

those who live here, and no one 

can explain the electric utilities 

that power the state like those 

who run them.  

Joining APA in D.C. this year 

was: Bill Stamm, CEO, Alaska 

Village Electric Cooperative; Dave Messier, Director, Golden Valley Electric Association; 

Trish Baker, Senior Manager, Government and Business Affairs, Chugach Electric 

Association; Robert Siedman, CEO, Southeast Alaska Power Agency; Keriann Baker, Chief 

Strategy Officer, Homer Electric Association; Dan Menth, CEO, Kodiak Electric Association; 

Alec Mesdag, CEO, Alaska Electric Light & Power; Bill Kendig, Director, Matanuska Electric 

Association; Brian Hickey, Utility Director, City of Seward; Travis Million, CEO, Golden Valley 

The APA group at the Department of Energy headquarters. 
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Electric Association; Jaime Matthews, CEO, Copper Valley Electric Association; Arthur 

Miller, CEO, Chugach Electric Association; Crystal Enkvist, Executive Director, Alaska Power 

Association; and Michael Rovito, Deputy Director, Alaska Power Association 

The APA Federal Legislative Conference is about connections. Though the capital is far from 

Alaska, the time and effort are worth it. APA is the unified voice of Alaka’s electric utilities, 

and we use that voice effectively in our nation’s capital. 

Here is what we accomplished in Washington, D.C. 

Tuesday, June 3, 2025 

The Phoenix Park Hotel is situated on a busy corner across from the Smithsonian Postal 

Museum and just down the street from Union Station. Its historic façade sits among more 

modern buildings, a green canopy hovering over the sidewalk evoking a mid-century 

aesthetic, complete with a doorman. 

The hotel is close to the House 

and Senate office buildings and 

relatively close to the 

Department of Energy 

headquarters, making the hotel 

a perfect home base for APA’s 

fly-in. 

It’s also the site of APA’s 

morning briefings from several 

national trade associations 

who joined APA at breakfast to 

give a rundown of the action in 

Congress. The APA group heard 

reports from Hannah Hardin, 

Senior Manager, Legislative 

Affairs at the National Rural 

Electric Cooperative 

Association (NRECA); Matthew 

Allen, Director of Legislative Affairs at the National Hydropower Association; and Desmarie 

Waterhouse, Senior Vice President of Advocacy and Communications & General Counsel at 

the American Public Power Association. 

These briefings are timed to the start of our fly-in so we can receive the latest intelligence 

from the people who live and breathe D.C. every day. It is also a great opportunity for APA to 

discuss our priorities with the national trades. 

On the top floor of the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission after meeting with the chairman’s legal 

counsel.  



3 
 

Alaska Power Association|703 W Tudor Road, Suite 200|Anchorage, AK 99501|907-771-5700  
The Unified Voice of Alaska’s Electric Utilities 

 

Following our breakfast meetings, we ventured out into the D.C. wild to begin our advocacy. 

The APA group split in two, with some going to meet with legal counsel for the chairman of 

the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and some going to meet with the 

executive director of the Congressional Western Caucus.  

The topics at FERC were wide-ranging. FERC licenses many hydroelectric facilities in 

Alaska, and the licensing and relicensing process is a very expensive and time-consuming 

endeavor. The APA group relayed their experiences with the process and offered solutions 

for speeding it up, especially for long-existing 

hydroelectric facilities that have not 

experienced significant problems. Much of 

the license process streamlining will have to 

come from Congress. Later in the conference, 

APA conveyed our FERC-related concerns to 

Alaska’s congressional delegation. 

A small group of APA members met with 

Congressional Western Caucus Executive 

Director John Veale and Senior Policy Advisor 

Taylor Tougaw. APA members discussed their 

concerns with the way tech neutral energy 

tax credits were treated in the House-passed 

“One Big Beautiful Bill” and talked about the 

impacts on various types of Alaska energy 

projects. APA expressed support for the Fire 

Safe Electrical Corridors Act (H.R. 

2492/S.349) and the Fix Our Forests Act (S. 

1462). Veale and Tougaw talked about the 

Presidential administration’s focus on 

removing barriers to development and on 

global energy dominance. The Alaska gasline 

and LNG export project were briefly 

discussed.   

The APA group reformed off Independence Avenue at the Department of Energy (DOE) 

headquarters. The labyrinth building is a maze of hallways and elevators, and it houses 

several DOE offices that interact with Alaska’s electric utilities routinely. Our first stop was 

the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE), where we met with 

Alejandro Moreno, the Associate Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for the office, and his 

team. Mr. Moreno is no stranger to Alaska, having traveled to the state before. 

The group meets with Alejandro Moreno 

and his team at the DOE Office of Energy 

Efficiency and Renewable Energy.   
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The meeting focused on tax credit availability, various programs offered by EERE, how DOE 

can be of help in general, and what the priorities of the office look like under the new 

administration. Electric utility representatives in the meeting shared the impact of federal 

programs, especially those that bring down the cost of projects and thereby lower the 

burden on ratepayers. We also advocated for more clarity and action on federal awards that 

have been delayed for a variety of reasons but that some electric utilities are waiting for 

before they can move forward with projects. 

It was a quick jaunt from the EERE meeting to the other side of the DOE building to meet 

with the Office of Electricity (OE). The office focuses largely on research and development 

to strengthen and modernize electric grids. For Alaska, that work is crucial to bolstering the 

capabilities of the many electric systems in the state. Alaska also has an advantage because 

the state’s small electric systems are the perfect size to test new technologies. And if it can 

work in Alaska, it can work anywhere. 

Connections matter, and meetings in Washington, D.C. build those connections. After 

hearing from Alaska’s electric utilities, there’s a better chance DOE staff will think of our 

state when a new opportunity comes up. 

The Alaska fly-in group ended day one with notebooks full and business cards exchanged. It 

was time to grab some grub and get some rest. We had a big day in the morning. 

Wednesday, June 4, 2025 

Day two dawned muggy and hot in Washington, D.C. The group received a short reprieve 

from the stifling-to-Alaskans heat to meet at the Phoenix Park Hotel with Christopher 

McLean, the acting administrator of the Rural Utilities Service (RUS). Mr. McLean is a 

longtime friend of Alaska Power Association, and he is no stranger to Alaska, having spoken 

at two APA annual meetings.  
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RUS offers several grant programs 

that were authorized and funded 

in the Inflation Reduction Act 

(IRA), and some electric utilities 

in Alaska have been awarded 

grants or loans under those 

programs. This meeting focused 

on those grant programs, but also 

on RUS itself. McLean said the 

general field representative (GFR) 

ranks had been severely 

diminished following buyout 

offers, including the GFR for the 

region that includes Alaska. It is 

his hope that more field 

representatives are brought on to 

assist electric utilities with their 

needs in a more efficient way. RUS 

is also navigating the new administration and its priorities, but McLean said the agency’s 

mission remains the same. 

As luck would have it, a row of Lime scooters was perched just a block away from the hotel 

following the meeting with Christopher McLean, a welcome enticement to those who like 

the wind in their hair on the way to a meeting. Riding scooters between meetings was not 

only fun, but it made perfect sense for a group of electric utility people to utilize a micro 

mobility option that is also part beneficial electrification.  

After a nice zigzag through pedestrians on the sidewalk, we arrived back at the James V. 

Forrestal building for our next meeting with a DOE office. 

Scooters became a much-preferred way of getting 

around D.C. #beneficialelectrification (Photo by Arthur 

Miller) 
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After reading a lot of different news 

about the fate of the Office of Clean 

Energy Demonstrations (OCED), a DOE 

office where many grants for APA 

members have originated over the past 

few years, it was high time to go meet 

with OCED leadership. Joining the 

OCED meeting was Taylor Playforth, 

the chief of staff to the undersecretary 

for energy at DOE. While Mr. Playforth 

said no grants were frozen but just 

under review, the Alaska electric utility 

representatives at the meeting 

communicated how those reviews have 

delayed projects in Alaska and likely 

increased their overall cost. We also 

discussed the messages that were 

reaching electric utilities about the 

state of grant funding, which seem to 

run counter to the impression OCED 

staff have of their own process.    

Playforth and his staff thanked APA for 

bringing our concerns to their attention and noted that they were unaware of the message 

some electric utilities were receiving on the status of grant funds. We were urged to contact 

the OCED staff directly with any concerns or questions about grant funds. 

One of the consistent themes of our meetings with DOE offices was the importance of the 

grant funds awarded to projects in Alaska. Not only do the funds (or tax credit programs) 

help the achieve project construction, but they also lower the burden on ratepayers and 

keep electric cost reasonable.  

Once the OCED meeting let out we availed ourselves of the culinary options in the DOE 

basement (that is, Subway, Dunkin Donuts, and vending machine snacks), before our next 

meeting with the Grid Deployment Office (GDO). 

Meeting with the Office of Clean Energy 

Demonstrations. 
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The GDO works to develop new and upgraded electric infrastructure across the country. 

Such as in other DOE offices, we were told that GDO staff are reviewing thousands of 

awarded projects to 

ensure they meet 

administration 

objectives. While that 

may be the case, the 

delay with awarded grant 

programs is causing 

issues with projects in 

Alaska that don’t have the 

luxury of waiting for a 

review. GDO staff said 

they appreciated that, but 

they asked for patience as 

their process played out.  

It was clear from many of 

the offices at DOE that 

they are navigating the 

vast change between presidential administrations and retooling many of the programs and 

approaches that Alaska’s electric utilities have utilized. By being there in person at this 

crucial time we were able to convey the impact these programs have on Alaska and their 

importance going forward.  

The timing of APA’s fly-in was also significant since Congress is debating the reconciliation 

bill known as the One Big Beautiful Bill, or H.R. 1. This is the wide-ranging bill supported by 

President Donald Trump that passed the U.S. House of Representatives in a party line vote 

last month.  

Among its thousands of pages, the bill makes significant changes to tax credit programs that 

are extremely important for many electric projects in Alaska. These tax credit programs 

include the tech neutral production tax credit (PTC) and investment tax credit (ITC), both 

being utilized and factored into projects across the state. 

The House passed version of the reconciliation bill severely limits the timeframe in which 

projects must be developed to utilize the tax credits. Under the bill, projects must begin 

construction no more than 60 days from enactment of the bill (the date the president signs 

it) and must be placed in service by December 31, 2028, to qualify for the tax credit 

programs. This timeline is not feasible for many projects, most notably hydroelectric 

The obligatory capitol dome photo from the plaza of the 

Cannon House Office Building. 
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projects, and may lead to increased costs of projects or the cancellation of projects all 

together. 

Electric utilities across Alaska are working to diversify their generation mix, and tech 

neutral tax credits are an important and valuable piece of that planning. If the 

reconciliation bill passes with the limitations on these tax credits, it will be a detriment to 

that effort. It will be up to the U.S. Senate to fix these issues now that the bill is in their 

chamber.  

This message was at the 

forefront during our 

meeting with U.S. Senator 

Dan Sullivan. During the 

meeting electric utility 

representatives provided 

updates to the senator and 

talked about the importance 

of receiving awarded grants 

and how tax credits, 

especially now that not-for-

profits electric utilities can 

receive direct pay tax 

credits, impact the viability 

of a project. 

Sen. Sullivan urged our 

group to continue communicating delayed project grants to his office so they can try to 

move them forward. While many grants have unfrozen, there are still electric utilities 

waiting on grants and other programs that were awarded in 2024 but have yet to be 

delivered. 

The second day of the fly-in ended with a brisk scooter ride to dinner hosted by the 

National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation and then it was time for rest and 

preparations for the final day of advocacy in Washington, D.C. 

Thursday, June 5, 2025 

It was an early bird morning on the last day of the fly-in. While we were in D.C., the DOE 

Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon Management (FECM) reached out about a meeting while 

we were all in town. The office invests in research, development, demonstration, and 

deployment to reduce emissions from fossil energy production.  

Sen. Sullivan discusses regulations and priorities during 

our meeting in his D.C. office.  
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During the meeting, we talked about the overall goals of the electric industry in Alaska, and 

the FECM staff informed our group of grant programs that were not previously on our 

radar. It was a great first meeting between the FECM staff and the APA fly-in crew, one that 

may bear fruit in the future. 

From the DOE headquarters it was a 

quick scooter ride up Independence 

Avenue to the Cannon House Office 

Building for our meeting with 

Representative Nick Begich. The 

meeting was the first longform sit-

down between APA and Rep. Begich, 

so it was an excellent chance to 

introduce ourselves and the issues 

that are important to our industry. 

Although the reconciliation bill has 

already passed the House, we still let 

Rep. Begich know of the tax credit 

problem and the issues it will create 

for electric utilities. Many of APA’s 

members have also reached out 

individually to inform Alaska’s 

congressional delegation of the 

financial impact if the tax credit 

provision stands in the bill.  

Other topics during the meeting with 

Rep. Begich and Alaska’s two 

senators focused on hydropower 

licensing and relicensing, wildfire 

mitigation and right-of-way access on federal lands, and electric affordability, especially 

when it comes to the low-income home energy assistance program, or LIHEAP, which the 

Trump administration has proposed doing away with.  

Rep. Begich urged us to keep up the dialogue with his office and to send lots of data to him 

and his staff so he can use that data to make decisions going forward. 

After a quick post meeting pause for the obligatory photo with the capitol dome in the 

background, we trotted off to the Hart Senate Office Building for lunch and then our final 

meeting of the fly-in with Sen. Lisa Murkowski. 

We had a very substantive and impactful meeting 

with Sen. Lisa Murkowski. 
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It is probably obvious by now, but the big topic with Sen. Murkowski was the reconciliation 

bill and its treatment of tech neutral tax credits. We gave examples to the senator about the 

impact of the tax credits and what could happen if the bill diminishes the qualification 

period. Hydropower licensing also came up, and that is a topic Sen. Murkwoski is well 

acquainted with from her years of advocating for a more streamlined and reasonable 

process.  

Sen. Murkwoski told us it’s 

important for electric utilities 

to highlight the positive 

developments that have come 

from the provisions in the 

Inflation Reduction Act. 

Lawmakers need to know the 

impact of repealing or 

curtailing parts of the law that 

have been beneficial to electric 

utilities and ratepayers. APA is 

already following through on 

that advice. 

Heading Home 

There really is something to be 

said about being there in D.C., meeting face-to-face with lawmakers and federal officials. 

The adage is out of sight, out of mind, and that saying means everything when it comes to 

government advocacy. Even though the country’s capital is on the other side of the 

continent, taking the time to be there in person pays dividends down the road.  

As the curtain came down on the 2025 APA Federal Legislative Conference, us Alaskans left 

D.C. satisfied that we made connections, told our stories, and set the stage for future 

advocacy. Alaska is a unique place that can really only be understood by those who live 

here. It’s up to us to ensure that the unified voice of Alaska’s electric utilities is heard in the 

distant halls of the U.S. capital.  

 

The group with Acting Rural Utilities Service 

Administrator Christopher McLean. 


